REFERENCE 
BEN. DO NOT CIRCULATE 


The date 1899, + HH Hee ek 


This letter was written by John C. Chaney to his daughter Zoe! 
then about seven years of age. The family was living in 
Washington, D.C.and Mr. Chaney was the first Assistant to the 
Attorney General and had been sent abroad on some Department of 
Justice business. 

Mr. Chaney was returning on the Steamer, Ethiopia,of the Anchor 
Line. - 

It was before the time of radio, or any means of communication 
with ships at sea. The vessal ordinarily took seven days for 
the crossing. At the ehd of the seven days nothing was heard of 
the Ethiopia and Mrs. Chaney and her son, Dirrelle, went to New 
York and haunted the office of the steamship line. - The boat 
finally arrived after 23 days. The propeller shaft had broken and 
the ship had drifted for many days until repairs had been made 
so that the vessel made port ubder its own power. 

This, of course, made headlines in all the newspapers. 
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